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III. AMENDMENT TO CLAIMS: 




1. 



(Currently amended) A mounting system for a pellicle comprising: 

a mounting structure for coupling a pellicle to a mask, wherein a sealed interior 

portion is formed between the pellicle, the mask and the mounting structure; and 
a port on the mounting structure through which a pressure difference can be 

created between the interior portion and an exterior environment; 

«, pressure regulator in ^rnmunication with the port to control a pressure in the 

interior portion: and 

a vfllMitv sensor to determine the v e locity of the pellicle, wherein the pressure 

difference is strolled bv the nressure r egulator to maintain a flat surface on the pellicle 

based on a reading from the velo city sensor. 



2. (Cancelled). 



3. 



(Currently amended) The mounting system of claim *L further comprising a source of 
high pressure gas coupled to the pressure regulator, and a source of low pressure gas 
coupled to the pressure regulator. 



4. (Original) The mounting system of claim 3, wherein one of the sources of pressure gas is 



the exterior environment. 
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5. (Currently amended) The mounting system of clai m 2 1, further comprising a pressure 

operatively coupled to the pressure regulator for detecting a pressure of the interior 



sensor 
portion. 




6. (Currently amended) The mounting system of claim 2 L further comprising a position 
sensor upuiaU^ljf tuuplul to tin, jjiuaui ' c m&nlate f to determine the position of the 
pellicle; 

wherein the pressure difference is controlled by the pressure regulator to maintain 
a flat surfece on the pellicle based on a reading from the position sensor. 



7. (Cancelled). 



(Original) Th e mou n ting sy stem of^laim 1 , further xo^risin^librated leak from the 
interior portion to the exterior environment. 



9. (Cancelled). 



10. (Cancelled). 



1 1 . (Original) The mounting system of claim 1 , further comprising an aerodynamic fairing 
adjacent the mounting structure. 
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12. (Currently amended) A pellicle mounting system for a mask, the mounting system 
comprising: 

an aerodynamic fairing adjacent the mask, the fairing having a taper to reduce 
aerodynamic drag on the pellicle ™rf a portion that is co-planar ,wjth the pellicle . 




13. (Currently amended) The mounting system of claim 12, further compri sing: 

a mounting structure for coupling the pellicle to the mask, wherein a sealed 

interior portion is formed between the pellicle, the mask and the mounting structure; and 
a port on the mounting structure though through which a pressure difference can 

be created between the interior portion and an exterior environment. 



14. (Original) The mounting system of claim 13, further comprising: 
a pressure regulator to adj u st a pressure in t he interior portion; 
a source of high pressure gas coupled to the pressure regulator; and 



a 



source of low pressure gas coupled to the pressure regulator. 



15. (Original) The mounting system of claim 14, further compri sing a position sensor 

operatively coupled to the pressure regulator to determine the position of the pellicle; 

wherein the pressure difference is controlled by the pressure regulator to maintain 



a 



flat surface on the pellicle based on a reading from the position sensor. 
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16. (Original) The mounting system of claim 14 T further comprising a velocity sensor 
operatively coupled to the pressure regulator to determine the velocity of the pellicle; 

wherein the pressure difference is controlled by the pressure regulator to maintain 
a flat surface on the pellicle based on a reading from the velocity sensor. 

(Original) The mounting system of claim 1 3, further comprising means for controlling the 
pressure difference to maintain a flat surface on the pellicle. 

(Currently amended) A method of reducing distortion of a sealed pellicle for a mask, the 
pellicle being sealed to the mask to form an interio r portion therebetweeo, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

healing the pallida, t o Ilia umK uMjj& <uj <mj light mounting MiuUmi sudi tlut au 
int e rim p o itiuu k ci C Al u i baleen tli c pU liclo, Jib mask and the mounting muclm ' H, And 
determining a velocity of the pell icle using a velocity sensor; and 
regulating a pressure in the interior portion to maintain a flat surface on the 
pellicle based on the velocity . 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of providing an 

aerodynamic fairing adjacent the mask to reduce turbulent airflow across the pellicle. 
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20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the pressure is also regulated 
according to feedback from at least on e of a pressure sensor coupled to the interior 
portion, and a position sensor for the pellicl e r ainl a veloci t y frcm u i T u i di e p ell Iclc , 



2 1 . (New) The mounting system of claim 1 2, wherein an aerodynamic fairing is provided 
adjacent each end of the mounting system that faces a direction of movement of the 
mounting system. 



22. (New) The mounting system of claim 21 , flirther comprising a retractable plate for 
providing a substantially continuous surface between the aerodynamic fairings. 



23. (New) The mounting system of claim 12, wherein the aerodynamic fairing further 
includes a curved surface between the taper and the portion. 



24. (New) The mounting system of claim 12, wherein the aerodynamic fairing exposes a 
whole surface of the pellicle. 
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